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Washington in 1913 



The District Building was completed in 1908. 





Young messenger on 13th Street, behind the District Building. 

Library of Congress 



Streetlight in 1300 block of G Street, NW, looking east. 

Historical Society of Washington, D.C. 



A Pepco employee changes a streetlight near the Capitol. 
Pepco Archives 



Calvert Street Bridge, looking east. 

Historical Society of Washington, D.C. 



A gas light at 19th and H streets, NW. 

Historical Society of Washington, D.C. 



View along Virginia Avenue toward the West Station Gas Plant. 
Library of Congress 



Georgetown waterfront. 
Library of Congress 



15th and G streets, NW. 
Library of Congress 



Washingtoniana Division, DC Public Library 



Woman’s suffrage demonstration on Pennsylvania Avenue, March 3, 1913. 
Library of Congress 



President Wilson’s inaugural parade, March 4, 1913. 
Library of Congress 



Creation of the 
Commission 



President Taft signs legislation creating the Commission March 4, 1913. 

Library of Congress 



William McK. Clayton, founding president  
of the Federation of Citizens Associations. 



The 1913 law required DC 
public utility companies to: 

 Furnish reasonably safe and adequate service 
and facilities;  

 Establish charges that are reasonable, just, and 
nondiscriminatory; and 

 Obey the lawful orders of the Public Utilities 
Commission. 



First two commissioners:  
Col. Chester Harding (chairman); and Cuno Rudolph. 

Library of Congress 



The District Building, the Commission’s first home. 

Library of Congress 



Regulated Utilities 



Electric corporations: Potomac Electric Power Co. 

Historical Society of Washington, D.C. 



Gas corporations: Washington Gas Light Co. 

Historical Society of Washington, D.C. 



Telephone and telegraph corporations: Chesapeake & Potomac Telephone Co. 
Library of Congress 



Pipelines: Washington Market and Cold Storage Co. 
Library of Congress 



Pipelines: Washington Market and Cold Storage Co. 

Library of Congress 



Street railway companies: Washington Railway and Electric Co. 
Library of Congress 



Taxicab companies: Federal Taxicab Co. 
Library of Congress 



Express companies: Adams Express Co. 
Library of Congress 



The commission’s 
Early years 



Image from PUC’s 1914 WR&E valuation report: 4-1/2 Street, SW, car barn.  

Historical Society of Washington, D.C. 



Image from PUC’s 1914 Capital Traction valuation report:  
turbo-generators at Georgetown Power Plant 

Historical Society of Washington, D.C. 



The PUC attempts to separate Potomac Electric Power Co. and WR&E. 

Pepco Archives 



C&P transports “telephone girls” to work during 1916 streetcar strike. 

Library of Congress 



Registration at Park View School, 1917. 

Courtesy of Catholic University Archives 



C&P brings in extra telephone operators, 1917. 

Courtesy, Verizon Pioneers 



15th and F streets, NW – World War I era. 
Library of Congress 



Near G Street, NW, World War I era. 
Library of Congress 



Red Cross canteen at Union Station during World War I. 
Library of Congress 



War worker housing near Union Station, World War I era. 

Library of Congress 



Red Cross emergency ambulance station drill during 1918 influenza pandemic. 
Library of Congress 



Walter Reed Hospital flu ward during 1918 pandemic. 
Library of Congress 



President Wilson (seen with his wife Edith) appoints the first female 
commissioner, Mabel Boardman, in September 1920. 

Library of Congress 



Red Cross Secretary Mabel Boardman is sworn in, Sept. 25, 1920. 
Library of Congress 



Mabel Boardman on the front page, Sept. 11, 1920. 

Washingtoniana Division, DC Public Library 



President Calvin Coolidge signs the bill restructuring the PUC, 1926. 

Library of Congress 



1926 legislation gives the PUC two dedicated, full-time commissioners. 



The People’s Counsel helps everyone during the Depression. 

Library of Congress 



Companies regulated 
by the Commission 

Pepco 



US Lighting Co. plant at 14th & B, NW – later merged with Pepco. 

Pepco Archives 



Pepco generation plant, ca. 1905. 

Historical Society of Washington, D.C. 



Pepco cashiers, 1909. 

Pepco Archives 



Changing a streetlight using a chain-driven truck. 
Pepco Archives 



Benning generation plant, opened 1908. 
Pepco Archives 



Unloading a direct current regulator into a substation ca. 1920. 
Pepco Archives 



Site of new Pepco headquarters. 
Pepco Archives 



Pepco’s 10th and E headquarters, 1930s. 
Pepco Archives 



Pepco promotes the all-electric kitchen, 1937. 
Library of Congress 



Laying cable in Georgetown, 1940s. 

Pepco Archives 



Coal yards at Pepco’s Benning plant, 1946. 

Star Collection, DC Public Library; © Washington Post 



Power transformers in Southeast DC. 
Library of Congress 



Pepco workers raising a pole. 

Library of Congress 



Pepco control room, ca. 1950. 
Pepco Archives 



Installing new six-way conduit system, 1950s. 
Pepco Archives 



Companies regulated 
by the Commission 

Washington Gas Co. 



Crutchett house, North Capitol & C streets. 

Historical Society of Washington, D.C. 



Gasworks on the Mall, 1865. 

Library of Congress 



Old gas fixture converted to electric fixture – Thomas Circle. 

Historical Society of Washington, D.C. 



Washington Gas Light Co. employees, 1928. 

Historical Society of Washington, D.C. 



Washington Gas Light Co. plant in Northeast. 
Library of Congress 



Washington Gas headquarters at 413 10th Street (opened 1867). 
Library of Congress 



New Washington Gas offices at 11th and H, NW, 1941. 

Star Collection, DC Public Library; © Washington Post 



Movie star Ann Rutherford helps WGL promote gas appliances, 1940s. 
Library of Congress 



West Station gas plant, 1946. 

Star Collection, DC Public Library; © Washington Post 



Demolition of West Station gas plant, 1947. 

Historical Society of Washington, D.C. 



Removing the old water set used in the manufacture of artificial gas, 1947. 

Washingtoniana Division, DC Public Library 



Dismantling the old West Station plant, 1947. 

Washingtoniana Division, DC Public Library 



Washington Gas storage tanks at 11th and M, SE, 1950. 

Historical Society of Washington, D.C. 



Remnants of the West Station plant, 1954. 

Star Collection, DC Public Library; © Washington Post 



Companies regulated 
by the Commission 

C&P Telephone Co. 



Washington Information, ca. 1910. 
Courtesy, Verizon Pioneers 



Assembling telephones at C&P, 1925. 
Library of Congress 



C&P Plant Department, 1920s. 
Courtesy, Verizon Pioneers 



C&P employee working at files, 1920s. 
Library of Congress 



C&P Telephone switchboard, 1925. 
Library of Congress 



C&P main distribution system, ca. 1930. 

Courtesy, Verizon Pioneers 



First dial telephone, 1930. 
Courtesy, Verizon Pioneers 



C&P splicers, 1941 

Washingtoniana Division, DC Public Library 



C&P operators, 1946. 

Courtesy, Verizon Pioneers 



Telephone booth in the 600 block of Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, 1950s. 

Historical Society of Washington, D.C. 



Companies regulated 
by the Commission 

transportation 



A horse-drawn streetcar. 

Pepco Archives 



A 1919 streetcar accident. The PUC investigates utility company accidents. 
Library of Congress 



New bus service between Georgetown and Cherrydale (Arlington), about 1920. 
Library of Congress 



Streetcar tie-up in the snow, 1922. Companies must report delays to the PUC. 
Library of Congress 



Seventh and Pennsylvania 1930s. 

Library of Congress 



PUC rerouting needs to be fine-tuned, 1936. 

Star Collection, DC Public Library; © Washington Post 



Boy Scout sight-seeing trip, 1937. 
Library of Congress 



Greyhound Bus station during World War II. 
Library of Congress 



Chevy Chase Circle, 1942. 
Library of Congress 



Clearing snow off the tracks, 1942. 

Star Collection, DC Public Library; © Washington Post 



Inspecting a new streetcar, 1945. 

Star Collection, DC Public Library; © Washington Post 



A new D.C. Transit bus, 1956. 

Star Collection, DC Public Library; © Washington Post 



Celebrating D.C. Transit’s new air-conditioned buses, 1958. 

Star Collection, DC Public Library; © Washington Post 



Proposed D.C. Transit bus shelter design, 1958. 

Star Collection, DC Public Library; © Washington Post 



World war ii era 



Civilian Defense Message Center, 1943. 
Library of Congress 



The boarding house telephone is always in use. 

Library of Congress 



The use of motor buses and taxis for sightseeing is banned. 

Library of Congress 



Normal traffic on 14th Street, NW (south of Thomas Circle), 1942. 

Star Collection, DC Public Library; © Washington Post 



Taxi drivers strike over PUC restrictions, 1942. 

Star Collection, DC Public Library; © Washington Post 



Taxi strike, 1942. 

Star Collection, DC Public Library; © Washington Post 



Streetcar crowding during taxi strike. 

Star Collection, DC Public Library; © Washington Post 



Adam Clayton Powell, Jr., speaks at a citizens meeting to protest Capital 
Transit’s refusal to hire African-American drivers, 1942. 

Library of Congress 



A demonstration heading downtown (seen at 11th and Vermont, NW) 

Star Collection, DC Public Library; © Washington Post 



Capital Transit hires women operators in 1943. 

Star Collection, DC Public Library; © Washington Post 



Interjurisdictional issues arise over transportation to new Defense Dept. offices. 

Library of Congress 



Post-World war ii 
era 



Trying to hail a cab during the streetcar strike, 1945. 

Star Collection, DC Public Library; © Washington Post 



Crowding into a cab during the 1945 streetcar strike. 

Star Collection, DC Public Library; © Washington Post 



The PUC approves a new taxi association, 1946. Engineer Commissioner 
Gordon R. Young, center, inaugurates the fleet. 

Star Collection, DC Public Library; © Washington Post 



Library of Congress 



PUC cab fare hearing, 1951. 

Star Collection, DC Public Library; © Washington Post 



Traffic during 1955 streetcar strike. 

Star Collection, DC Public Library; © Washington Post 



Traffic during 1955 streetcar strike. 

Star Collection, DC Public Library; © Washington Post 



Leaving contact info on windshield in case strike ends and car must be moved. 

Star Collection, DC Public Library; © Washington Post 



Capital Transit owner Louis Wolfson, right, 1955. 

Star Collection, DC Public Library; © Washington Post 



Traffic during 1955 streetcar strike Library of Congress 



Clearing the rail after 1955 streetcar strike – 16th & Columbia, NW. 

Star Collection, DC Public Library; © Washington Post 



Sweeping rails after 1955 streetcar strike - Tenleytown 

Star Collection, DC Public Library; © Washington Post 



Happy commuters after 1955 streetcar strike. 

Star Collection, DC Public Library; © Washington Post 



Judge Nathan Clayton swears in George E.C. Hayes, 1955. 

Star Collection, DC Public Library; © Washington Post 



Chairman Hayes testifies before House District Committee. 

Star Collection, DC Public Library; © Washington Post 



PSC moves to the Cafritz Building, 1625 I Street, NW, 1963. 

Historical Society of Washington, D.C. 



Home Rule era 



Mayor Walter E. Washington with President Lyndon B. Johnson. 

Star Collection, DC Public Library; © Washington Post 



Judge Theodore Newman swears in Elizabeth Patterson, 1977. Also pictured: 
CM Hilda Mason, CM Jerry Moore, Mayor Walter Washington, Mr. Patterson, 

and Commissioner Ruth Hankins-Nesbitt. 

Collection of Elizabeth Patterson 



The DC PSC adopts the country’s first Consumer Bill of Rights, 1979. 



Orientation for new Pepco customer service staff  
on various types of metering equipment, 1980s. 

Pepco Archives 



A 1985 article in the Washington Post. 



PSC Chairman Ruth Hankins-Nesbitt, Commissioner Elizabeth Patterson,  
Mayor Marion Barry, Commissioner Wesley Long, 1980. 

Collection of Elizabeth Patterson 



Competition arrives 



Ad published in the Washington Post May 1983. 



Washington Post article – December 11, 1983. 



AT&T-Bell no longer owns all pay phones (1987 photo). 

© The Washington Post 



PSC authorizes Pepco to sell its generation plants, including Buzzard Pt., 1999. 
Pepco Archives 



The Commission’s 
homes 



Old City Hall – the Commission’s home during most of the 1980s. 

Library of Congress 



SEC Building, 450 Fifth Street, NW: the Commission’s home 1987-1996. 



717 14th Street, NW: the Commission’s home from 1996 to 2000. 

Historical Society of Washington, D.C. 



1333 H Street, NW: the Commission’s home since 2000. 



Entering  
the second century 



PSC inspection of manholes. 



The PSC continues to examine the question of whether Pepco should 
underground cables in neighborhoods that are historically prone to outages 

caused by storms. 

Pepco Archives 



The PSC must help the District meet its goals for renewable energy. 

Courtesy, Louise Meyer 



Consumers may choose their electricity generator. The PSC licenses generators 
and regulates Pepco, the sole distributor. 

Pepco Archives 



PSC staff conduct a natural gas inspection. 



A PSC employee inspects a smart meter. 



A Verizon employee inspects a cable box in the copper (landline) system. The 
PSC is addressing issues related to the maintenance of the copper system. 



A staff person explains PSC programs to help save energy and money.  
In the era of competition, the PSC’s role includes informing utility customers  

of their rights and responsibilities. 



A 2011 PSC hearing: Commissioner Rick Morgan,  
Chairman Betty Ann Kane, Commissioner Lori Murphy Lee. 



Commissioner Joanne Doddy Fort and Chair Betty Ann Kane  
with PSC staff, early 2013. 
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